Hemodynamic response to balloon occlusion of the left main coronary artery during balloon angioplasty supported by cardiopulmonary bypass: a case report.
Four coronary lesions, including a severe left main stenosis, were successfully dilated in a patient with poor left ventricular function; the procedure was supported by percutaneous cardiopulmonary bypass. During left main occlusion there was a loss of phasic systemic arterial pressure, while pulmonary arterial pressure was maintained. The ischemic myocardial depression occurring during left main occlusion was not prevented by percutaneous cardiopulmonary bypass, indicating inadequate myocardial protection.